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HEREWITH FULL TEXT NEW YORK TIMES LEAD EDITORIAL THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 21, 1974: 

THE MOORER AFFAIR 

TESTIMONY BY SECRETARY OF STATE KISSINGER AND ADMIRAL 
THOMAS H. MOORER, CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF, 

IN THE SENATE ARMED SERVICES COMMITTEE'S INQUIRY INTO MILI- 
TARY SPYING IN THE WHITE HOUSE PRESENTS A PROFOUNDLY DIS- 
TURBING PICTURE OF CIVILIAN WEAKNESS AND ETHICAL CONFUSION 
AT THE HIGHEST LEVELS OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

FROM THE OUTSET OF THIS DISCREDITABLE AFFAIR, ADMIRAL 
MOORER HAS OFFERED PUBLIC EXPLANATIONS AND DENIALS THAT 
ARE NOW SHOWN TO HAVE BEEN SERIOUSLY MISLEADING. CONTRARY 
TO HIS ORIGINAL VERSION. HE DID NOT RECEIVE MERELY A COUPLE 
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OF BATCHES OF DOCUMENTS THAT HE WAS NOT AUTHORIZED TO SEE. 
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HUNDREDS OF DOCUMENTS WERE PILFERED FROM MR.KISSINGER'S 
WHITE HOUSE OFFICE BY A NAVY CLERK AND SENT TO ADMIRAL 

MOORER OVER A PERIOD OF MANY MONTHS. 

THOSE DOCUMENTS WERE NOT SUPERFLUOUS COPIES OR 
OF NO INTEREST "BECAUSE THEY CONTAINED NO NEW INFORMA- 
TION.” IN REALITY, ADMIRAL MOORER RECEIVED AN 'EYES 
ONLY’ REPORT PREPARED BY MR. KISSINGER ON HIS FIRST TALK 
WITH CHINESE PREMIER CHOU EN-LAI AND INTENDED SOLELY FOR 
THE PRESIDENT. THE ADMIRAL ALSO RECEIVED DOCUMENTS 
THAT INFORMED HIM OF MANY DETAILS OF THE SECRET PARIS 
PEACE TALKS WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE THAT WERE NOT 
PROVIDED TO HIM BY NORMAL CHANNELS. 

AFTER PRESIDENT NIXON LEARNED IN DECEMBER, 1971, OF 
THIS SPYING, ADMIRAL MOORER’S LIAISON OFFICE AT THE WHITE 
HOUSE WAS ABOLISHED AND ITS STAFF, INCLUDING THE 
LIGHT-FINGERED CLERK, TRANSFERRED. BUT NO DISCIPLINARY 
ACTION WAS TAKEN AND A FEW MONTHS LATER. PRESIDENT NIXON 
REAPPOINTED ADMIRAL MOORER FOR ANOTHER TWO-YEAR TERM AS 
CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS. 

THE PRESIDENTS LINE OF REASONING REMAINS UNDIS- 
CLOSED. ALL THAT IS CLEAR IS THAT HE REAPPOINTED ADMIRAL 
MOORER EVEN THOUGH THE LATTER HAD USED UNDERLINGS TO SPY 
UPON HIM. WHEN A PRESIDENT CONDONES SUCH IMPROPER AND 
INSUBORDINATE BEHAVIOR ON THE PART OF THE HIGHEST UNIFORM- 
ED OFFICER, THEN CIVILIAN CONTROL OF THE MILITARY BECOMES 
MORE SHADOW THAN SUBSTANCE. 

ALTHOUGH THE TRUTH IS GRADUALLY BECOMING KNOWN, 
SECRETARY KISSINGER AND ADMIRAL MOORER EVEN AT THIS LATE 
DATE ARE LESS THAN CANDID. THE ADMIRAL MINIMIZES THE 
SPYING AS THE WORK OF AN "OVER-EXUBERANT" CLERK AND "JUST 
AN EXCHANGE WITHIN THE ORGANIZATION." EVEN WORSE. HE 
APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN WILLING IN 1971 TO MAKE THE CLERK A 
SCAPEGOAT AND PROSECUTE HIM ALONE. THAT IS SCARCELY HOW 
RESPONSIBILITY SHOULD RUN IN A MILITARY CHAIN OF COMMAND. 
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FOR HIS PART, SECRETARY KISSINGER IS STILL OFFERING 
EXPLANATIONS LIKE THIS: "I THINK SOME EAGER BEAVER WAS 
TRYING TO GET BROWNIE POINTS WITH HIS SUPERIOR, AND HIS 
SUPERIORS, BEING EXTREMELY BUSY, NEVER BOTHERED TO SHUT IT 
OFF, ESPECIALLY SINCE THEY WERE NOT REALLY GETTING ANY- 
THING TO WHICH THEY NEED TO PAY PARTICULAR ATTENTION." 

SUCH EXPLANATIONS ARE IMPLAUSIBLE. YOUNG ENLISTED 
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MEN, NO MATTER HOW EAGER, DO NOT STEAL DOCUMENTS FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES AND PASS THEM TO ADMIRALS 
UNLESS THEY ARE ENCOURAGED AND PROTECTED BY SOMEONE MUCH 
HIGHER IN RANK. IT IS 
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